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KEY DATES 
Youth Mental Health Day – 7th September 20 
International Literacy Day – 8th September 2021 
Roald Dahl Day – 13th September 2021 
National Poetry Day – 1st October 2021 
International Men’s Day – 19th November 2021 
Human Rights Day – 10th December 2021 
National Storytelling Week – 30th January – 2nd 
February 2022 
World Book Day – 3rd March 2022 
International Women’s Day – 8th March 2022 
World Poetry Day – 21st March 2022 
International Children’s Book Day – 2nd April 2022 
Shakespeare’s Birthday – 23rd April 2022 

 

All 
potential 

stand-
alone 

lessons 
every 
year 

• All year groups will study the same units at the same time; 
teaching is adapted to suit the needs of each group  
 

• Final assessments are completed at the end of every topic, in 
pupils’ exercise books 

 

• Final assessments for each unit will be the same across all 
classes to allow for greater standardisation and focus on skill 
progression 

 

• Every topic has a glossary of relevant vocabulary 
 

• Relevant lessons can be interleaved to encourage wider-
reading.  There are suggestions for every SOW; to scaffold or 
challenge as appropriate 

 

• All skills assessed in KS3 SOWs link to the GCSE assessment 
objectives for language and literature 

 

• Each year group to complete an ‘independent project’ which 
will culminate in a presentation to their class 

 

• Each year group to have an End of Year exam focused on the 
skills they have developed over the year(s) 

 



Curriculum Intent: In Year 7, pupils will build on the reading and writing skills developed at KS2. Pupils will also begin to engage with a greater variety of more challenging fiction texts, including 

those from the 19th Century. They will develop an understanding of whole texts, their main themes and characters, and engage in greater detail with specifically chosen extracts. They will 

consolidate their ability to read for meaning and develop their inference skills and begin to analyse language and linguistic devices. This will build towards the more challenging skills of comparing 

characters and texts. The texts studied in Year 7 will allow pupils to explore a greater range of challenging themes such as prejudice, identity and belonging and will be used as a springboard to 

develop their awareness of these issues in wider society; supported through a variety of non-fiction texts. Pupils will also develop their ability to write creatively and will begin to look at varying 

their writing for effect. The independent project in year 7 will develop their research and independent learning skills. The use of Accelerated Reader and fortnightly library lessons will also 

encourage pupils to read a greater range of texts for pleasure, with the aim to develop a love of English and a passion for Literature. 
Year 7 HT1 HT2 HT3 HT4 HT5 HT6 

Content, 

knowledge & 

Skills 

The Lion Above the Door 

Pupils will begin by sharing 

their understanding of the 

‘transition read’.    They will 

reread sections of the novel 

(and other extracts) and 

will focus on reading for 

understanding.  They will 

be encouraged to connect 

and empathise with a 

fictional character. 

 

Pupils will develop a deeper 

understanding of character 

by writing from a 

characters’ perspective. 

 

Pupils will recap SPaG skills, 

these will be assessed 

against KS2 writing 

standard 

Final Week - Pupils will 

celebrate Black History 

Month – teacher’s choice 

Biographies 

Pupils will read a range of 

biographical extracts about 

inspirational people, 

continuing the theme of 

diversity, and developing 

empathy for others.  Reading 

for understanding, inference 

and information retrieval.  

 

Christmas Carol (Dec) 

Pupils will be introduced to 

19th Century fiction.  They will 

read extracts and engage with 

more challenging 19th century 

language.  

Pupils will begin to focus on 

referencing to support ideas 

and writers’ making choices 

with language. 

 

Some pupils might begin to 

write analytically 

Myths and Legends 

Pupils will read a range of 

myths and legends 

 

Pupils will think about the 

message in each text they 

read – and think about how 

effectively it is portrayed. 

Possible texts include: 

• Achilles 

• Beowolf? 

• Daedelus and Icarus 

• Odysseus 

• Cerces 

 

 

Some pupils might begin to 

develop an understanding of 

text structure 

YEAR 7 IP:  Pupils will explore 

the context of Elizabethan 

England in an independent 

project.  

 

The Tempest 

Pupils will use drama to 

interpret the text 

Pupils will explore the plot, 

characters and themes and 

look at how characters are 

presented  

 

Some pupils might link 

contextual information in their 

writing 

 

 

Careers Week 

Explore range of English skills 

related to variety of 

occupations. 

Poems from other cultures 

Pupils will read and explore 

the meaning of a range of 

poems from other cultures 

Pupils will explore the themes 

presented and also begin to 

understand poetic techniques; 

language and structure 

Poems could include: 

• Not my Business 

• Presents from my 

Aunt     

• Half-caste 

 

Some pupils might begin to 

make general comparisons 

between poems. 

 

Some pupils might be able to 

evaluate use of language in 

their own poems 

Short Stories 

Pupils will explore a range of 

texts of varied genres.  They 

will recap all the reading skills 

that they’ve developed this 

year: 

✓ Interpretation using 

evidence 

✓ Commenting on 

(analysing) language 

choices 

✓ Understanding the 

context and wider 

ideas of the text 

 

Stories could include: 

• The Tell-Tale Heart 

• Lamb to the 

Slaughter 

 

Some pupils might make 

thematic links to non-fiction 

texts 

 

Exam preparation 

Purpose / 

potential links 

to KS4 & 

future steps 

Language AO1 & AO6 

 

Language AO1 & AO2 

Literature AO1 & AO2 

Language AO2 & AO4 

Literature AO3 

Literature AO1 & AO3 Language AO3 

Literature AO2 

 

Modelled on Lang paper 1: 

AO1, AO2, AO5 and AO6 

Key 

Vocabulary 

Culture, Heritage, 

Segregation, Prejudice, 

Stereotype 

Biography, viewpoint, 

chronological, terminology 

empathise 

Analysis, context, motif, 

mythology, symbolism 

Elizabethan, pious, comedy, 

theme, characterisation 

Metaphor, simile, stanza, 

alliteration, speaker 

Narrator, structure, evaluate, 

inference, method 



 

Assessment Narrative writing from a  

character’s perspective 

Analytical writing, beginning 

to comment on the effect of 

author’s word choices. 

An evaluative piece of writing 

about one myth and what we 

could learn from it. 

Pupils will write about one 

character’s journey. 

Pupils write their own poem, 

trying to use poetic 

techniques   

EOY Exam 



Curriculum Intent: In year 8, pupils build on the skills developed in year 7. Pupils develop their ability to write imaginatively to match the conventions of different genres such as dystopian and 

gothic. Pupils also engage more fully with whole texts as well as continuing to engage with extracts of more challenging texts and 19th Century texts. The inclusion of a modern play in year 8 also 

develops pupils’ familiarity with this type of text. Through this, pupils will continue to develop their analysis skills moving from language to also consider how writers structure texts for effect. These 

texts will also allow pupils to engage with a wider variety of challenging themes from The Hunger Games and Noughts and Crosses as well as the contextual links explored within Hamlet, such as 

inequality, segregation, and cultural appreciation. There will be a more explicit focus on non-fiction texts within year 8 to support pupils with their familiarity with these texts.  The independent 

project in year 8 will build on the one in year 7 and encourage pupils to be more creative in their research and take greater ownership of their presentation. The use of Accelerated Reader and 

fortnightly library lessons will continue to encourage pupils to read a greater range of texts for pleasure, continuing to develop a love of English and a passion for Literature. 

Year 8 HT1 HT2 HT3 HT4 HT5 HT6 
Content, 

knowledge & 

Skills 

Dystopian fiction 

Using The Hunger Games as a 

springboard, pupils are 

introduced to the dystopian 

genre.  Pupils will be 

encouraged to make links 

between the text(s) studied 

and the world we live in 

 

Pupils will write using typical 

dystopian conventions, using 

an image stimulus 

 

Some classes might explore a 

wider range of text types with 

a dystopian theme 

Options could include: 

• 1984 

• High Rise 

• V for Vendetta  

• film /media clips 

Final Week - Pupils will 

celebrate Black History Month 

– teacher’s choice 

Gothic Fiction 

Pupils read, understand and 

explore a range of extracts 

from gothic texts with a focus 

on creating setting and 

atmosphere 

 

Options could include: 

• Frankenstein 

• Dracula 

• Wuthering Heights 

• Gormenghast 

 

Pupils will revisit how to use 

references to support 

interpretations 

Pupils will focus on analysing 

author’s word choices and 

understand the text as a 

‘conscious construct’ 

 

Some pupils might begin to 

write a more extensive 

analytical essay, including 

more than one ‘idea’ 

Travel Writing 

Pupils will recap on effective 

writing conventions for 

different purposes: 

o Persuade 

o Describe 

o Entertain 

o Inform 

 

Pupils will read and explore 

a range of extracts from 

different types of travel 

writing 

 

Pupils will practise writing 

for the above writing 

purposes 

 

Some pupils might read and 

understand and begin to 

explore 19th century 

examples 

 

Hamlet 

Pupils recap context and explore 

the play, through a range of 

extracts.  Pupils will use drama 

and performance to heighten 

understanding. 

Pupils develop interpretation 

using apt references and link to 

their knowledge of the 

Elizabethan context 

 

Pupils will focus on developing 

comparison skills by exploring 

how characters are presented at 

the beginning and at the end of 

the play 

 

Some pupils might use relevant 

references to explore how 

Shakespeare portrays change- 

making whole text links 

 

Careers Week 

Explore range of English skills 

related to variety of occupations.  

YEAR 8 IP:  An exploration of 

racial relations in Britain and 

other countries 

 

Noughts and Crosses 

Pupils will perform, 

understand and thoughtfully 

interpret the play 

 

Pupils will begin to be aware of 

the ‘methods’ used in a play to 

impact an audience 

 

Pupils will revisit ideas and 

emotions related to prejudice 

and segregation and will 

attempt to evaluate how 

effective the author’s methods 

are in conveying emotions 

 

 

Some pupils might explore a 

range of methods to write an 

extended evaluation of 

sections of the text 

Non-fiction extracts from 

other cultures 

Through a range of non-fiction 

texts with multicultural 

themes,  pupils will recap the 

following reading skills: 

✓ Understanding 

context 

✓ Analyse basic 

structure 

✓ Evaluate  

✓ Making comparison 

 

Pupils will look at how to form 

an argument, through debating 

issues in today’s society.  They 

will learn and start to practise 

conventions of discursive 

writing and how to write an 

effective argument 

 

Some pupils might begin to 

compare different author’s 

views and experiences 

Exam preparation 

Purpose / 

potential 

links to KS4 & 

future steps 

Language AO5 & AO6  

 

Language AO1 & AO2 

Literature AO1 & AO2 

Language AO5 & AO6 

 

Literature AO1, AO2, AO3 

 

Language AO4 

Literature AO2 

Modelled on Language Paper 

2: AO1, AO2, AO5 & AO6 

Key 

Vocabulary 

Dystopia, Utopia, Totalitarian, 

Democracy, Dictatorship 

Supernatural, ominous, 

atmosphere, pathetic fallacy, 

foreshadowing 

Audience, purpose, 

conventions, voice, 

hyperbole 

Tragedy, procrastinate, regicide, 

patriarchal, eponymous 

Equality, inversion, injustice, 

allegory, prejudice 

Multi-cultural, debate, 

anaphora, Gradatio, global 



 

Assessment A piece of descriptive or 

narrative writing with 

dystopian conventions 

An essay that explores ‘how’ 

the writer has portrayed 

setting…  

Pupils will write a piece of 

creative travel writing 

Explore how Shakespeare  

portrays the change in Hamlet 

Evaluate how the author 

conveys emotion  

Discursive writing practise 

 

EOY Exam 



Curriculum Intent: In year 9, pupils build on the skills and understanding of previous years with a view to being fully prepared for GCSE Language and Literature. To support this, pupils begin to 

engage more fully with whole texts and being able to link their opinions and views on key themes through texts as a whole. Pupils will also be encouraged to develop their appreciation and 

understanding of how Literature links to the wider human experience, focusing on authorial intent. Texts have been chosen to help pupils engage with wider societal issues, such as race, 

conflict, and politics. When considering whole texts, there will be a greater focus on evaluating texts and responding to opinions and statements. A focus on more challenging poetry also begins 

to prepare pupils for the poetry requirement of GCSE; focusing on not just understanding individual poems but comparing poems as well.  Pupils will also build on their writing skills to not just 

consider the content of what they write but how they can also structure their writing for effect.  The use of Accelerated Reader and fortnightly library lessons will continue to encourage pupils to 

read a greater range of texts for pleasure; a further promotion of a love of English and a passion for Literature, which will be used as a basis for success at KS4. 

Year 9 HT1 HT2 HT3 HT4 HT5 HT6 
Content & 

Skills 

Of Mice and Men 

Pupils will read the whole 

novel, focusing on analytical 

skills and contextual 

understanding 

 

Pupils are now developing 

analytical writing skills and 

writing full responses 

 

Pupils are now making links 

across the whole text  

 

Some pupils might be learning 

how to explore author’s 

techniques more ‘thoughtfully’ 

 

Final Week - Pupils will 

celebrate Black History 

Month – teachers choice 

War Poetry (4 weeks) 

Pupils will explore a wide 

range of poems from an 

‘unseen’ perspective 

 

Pupils begin to make 

comparisons between poets’ 

tone, message, techniques 

 

Some pupils might begin to 

compare poetic techniques 

and their effects 

 

Protests & Political Speeches 

Pupils explore a range of 

protests and political 

speeches  

Options could include: 

• MLK 

• Nelson Mandela 

• Barak Obama 

• Greta Thunberg 

Year 9 IP:  Pupils will explore 

how their perceptions on a 

topic of their choice, has 

changed in contrast to the 

19th century context 

 

Media 

Pupils will explore modern 

day newspapers, and other 

appropriate 21st century 

media- they  will explore 

conventions of this type of 

informative text & explore 

media bias 

 

Pupils will read 19th century 

non-fiction and begin to 

identify differences in 

writes’ viewpoints 

 

Some pupils might begin to 

explore ‘how’ these 

viewpoints are conveyed  

Othello  

Pupils explore the play 

through selected extracts 

 

They will recap previous 

knowledge of the context, 

understand the plot, 

characters and themes and 

refine and deepen analysis 

skills  

 

Pupils will be introduced to 

an ‘extract’ style task and 

explore different ways to 

plan an extended essay 

 

Some pupils might begin to 

practise writing extended 

responses 

 

Careers Week Explore range 

of English skills related to 

variety of occupations. 

Short stories 

Pupils will read a range of short 

stories (including some from 

AQA Anthology) as a basis for 

exploring text structure and 

organisation  

 

Pupils practise their narrative 

writing, with a focus on 

structure and organisation 

 

Some pupils might begin to use 

more complex structural 

techniques in their own writing 

for effect 

Animal Farm 

Pupils will explore how 

characters change and develop 

throughout the novella. 

 

Pupils will develop their 

knowledge of, and practise, 

planning full literature essay 

responses. 

 

Pupils will practise linking to 

the context of the novella and   

understanding a writer’s 

possible wider messages to 

society 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal statement writing 

related to careers and next 

steps 

 

Exam preparation 

Purpose / 

potential 

links to KS4 & 

future steps 

Literature AO1, AO2 & AO3 

 

Literature AO2 

Language AO5 

 

Language AO3 & AO5 Literature AO1, AO2 & AO3 Language AO2 & AO6 

 

 

Literature AO1 

Key 

Vocabulary 

Ostracised, Hostility , 

Promiscuous, Oppression, 

Optimism 

Tone, Volta, rhetoric 

Stanza, Propaganda 

Media, journalism, 

broadsheet, bias, pun 

Hubris, deception, 

Machiavellian, sadist, 

adultery 

Cyclical, juxtaposition, 

Anthology, dialogue, temporal 

Satire, revolution, socialism, 

novella, Orwellian 



 

Assessment Analysing an extract from 

OMM and linking to the wider 

text 

Write and perform a 

persuasive speech  

Write their own newspaper 

article 

Plan and write a ‘extract 

style’ literature response 

Write a short story EOY Exam – A literature 

response & Language section B 


